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In her 55th bestselling novel, Danielle Steel explores the seasons of an extraordinary friendship,

weaving the story of three couples, lifelong friends, for whom a monthâ€™s holiday in St. Tropez

becomes a summer of change, revelation, secrets, surprises, and new beginnings . . . As Diana

Morrison laid the table for six at her elegant Central Park apartment, there was no warning of what

was to come. Spending New Yearâ€™s Eve together was a sacred tradition for Diana, her husband

of thirty-two years, Eric, and their best friends, Pascale and John Donnally and Anne and Robert

Smith. The future looked rosy as the long-time friends sipped champagne and talked of renting a

villa together in the South of France the following summer. But life had other plans . . .Just two

weeks after New Yearâ€™s, tragedy strikes the heart of their close circle, as Robert Smith suffers a

sudden, unexpected loss. Without hesitation, Diana and Eric, Pascale and John rally to his side,

united in their support, love, and shared grief. Convinced that a change of scenery is just what

Robert needs, they urge him to join them on the Riviera in August. But as they soon discover, the

ramshackle old mansion they rented in St. Tropez--sight unseen--is far different from the exquisite

villa and sun-drenched gardens touted in the brochure. Cobwebs hang from the ceiling. Beds

collapse beneath them. All while a would-be housekeeper in a leopard-skin bikini and six-inch heels

sashays through the house with a trio of yapping poodles at her heels. But the biggest surprise of all

is the woman Robert invites to the villa as his guest--a lovely, much-younger film actress with

mile-long legs and a million-dollar smile. Diana and Pascale hate her on sight. But the men are

dazzled. And amid the crumbling furniture and the glorious sunsets, the strained relationships and

the acts of forgiveness, more surprises are in store for the villaâ€™s occupants. With the last days of

summer fast approaching, each couple finds themselves changing in unexpected ways, as old

wounds are healed, new love discovered, and miracles unfold...all beneath the dazzling sun of St.

Tropez.By turns wise and moving, heartbreaking and wickedly funny, Danielle Steelâ€™s new novel

is about forgiving without forgetting, about the sorrow that shadows our lives and the hope that

saves us. And it is about once-in-a-lifetime friendships . . .the kind that heal, sustain, and change us

forever.From the Hardcover edition.
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A long-planned vacation in St. Tropez goes wrong in any number of ways in this latest

platinum-frosted amusement by Steel. Three pairs of friends in their 50s and 60s decide to spend a

month together in the south of France, but before the trip, tragedy strikes two of the couples. Judge

Robert Smith loses his beloved wife, Anne, and Diana Morrison discovers that her obstetrician

husband, Eric, is having an affair with a much younger patient, though Diana's "minor cosmetic

surgery... had knocked ten years off her age." John Donnally, an irascible investment banker, and

his French wife, Pascale, a former ballerina, try to do what they can to keep everyone's spirits up.

The friends eventually convene in St. Tropez, but the house that looked so perfect in the marketing

photos is far from what they expected, and it takes Herculean effort by Pascale and the eccentric

caretakers to get it up to snuff. Robert has a new love interest visit, though it is only seven months

since his wife's death, and she, to the chagrin of the ladies, is an actress many years his junior. Will

the friends' relationship survive these changes? The answer is a foregone conclusion, and the frills

and froth of the packaging can't quite conceal the silliness of some of the goings-on, but Steel fans

will lap this up. Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the

Hardcover edition.

When Robert Smith's wife dies, some longtime friends decide to spirit him away for a little vacation.

They just didn't expect the villa they rented to be such a dump and that Robert would arrive with a

gorgeous young film star in tow. Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Everything I expected.....

Bought this as a gift for my grandmother, she loves Danielle Steel novels and this was a perfect



addition to her collection!

Good read

It was very inspiring? Relationships are so important with our friends. I Always like a happy ending!!

Love all her books. This one is a particular favorite. The characters are unique in the way they enter

act while each is committed to the group.

Once again, Danielle has scored a big one.The story started a little slow, for me, and very soon I

could hardly put it down.introducing me to this part of France, she made me feel I was there on the

Rivera with them, enjoying the scenery, weather, and atmosphere.

It is one of the shortest of her books I've read. It's about couples that have been friends forever.

Their vacation that was to be spent in a great old house that turns out to be in disrepair. How it ends

up being one of the best vacations.

I love Danielle Steel books! This isn't one of her better ones, but still a good read.
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